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Chelsea Stands Up Against the War!
Why are we in Iraq?
Not because of weapons of mass destruction.
Not because Iraq was involved in 9/11.
Not because Iraq was a threat to our national security.

What have we gotten? 
US military dead: 4,013 US military wounded: 29,496 
Iraqi civilians killed: 90,207* Money spent on war: $518 billion

4/8/08
(Standup Week 152)

Tuesday, 6pm–7pm

Who are we?
Chelsea Neighbors United to End 

the War has pledged to “Stand Up” until 
the war ends and the troops come home 
safely.

Every Tuesday evening at 6 pm (rain 
or shine), Chelsea Neighbors United to 
End the War assembles on the northwest 
corner of 8th Avenue and 24th Street to 
facilitate “Chelsea Stands Up Against 
the War,” a community protest against 
the war in Iraq.

We carry banners, signs, and candles 
as we gather for one hour each week 
to protest the war in Iraq. We distribute 
this newsletter, peace buttons, collect 
signatures on petitions and speak with 
our neighbors about the need to end war 
in Iraq. The Stand Up make a dramatic 
statement to passing vehicular traffic on 
8th avenue.

Chelsea Neighbors United to End 
the War is an all-volunteer organization 
that wants to build the broadest possible 
neighborhood consensus. With that goal 
in mind, the organization is open to all 
and functions by consensus. 

Chelsea Neighbors United to End 
the War is not formally affiliated with any 
other organization but is willing to work 
with all groups and individuals who are 
committed to ending this illegal and im-
moral war fought by our fellow citizens, 
paid for with our tax dollars, and pros-
ecuted in our name.

*The recent Johns Hopkins/Lancet report places the 
figure at 655,000+

40 and 4
By Cindy Sheehan 

“Nor does the human spirit move without great difficulty against all 
the apathy of conformist thought within one’s own bosom and in 
the surrounding world.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence 

April 04, 1967 

Martin Luther King, Jr, delivered his brilliant speech: “Beyond 
Vietnam,”at the Riverside Church in NYC exactly one year before he 
was killed, 40 years ago on April 4, 1968, on that infamous balcony in 
Memphis, Tennessee. His most famous speech is the brilliant “I Have a 
Dream” that he delivered to the mass of people who gathered in front 
of the Lincoln Monument in DC for a Civil Rights’ gathering in 1963. Dr. 
King’s “Beyond Vietnam” speech, however, clearly makes the connec-
tions between poverty, racism and militarism and was very threatening 
to the out of control war machine that was waging a bloody, bloody 
catastrophe in Vietnam. Dr. King was an effective orator and great orga-
nizer, but when he gave his “Beyond Vietnam” speech, (which many of 
his colleagues begged him not to give) he became a threat to the pigs 
of war. 

Four years ago on April 04, 2004, my son, Casey Austin Sheehan (24) 
was killed in Sadr City, Baghdad, Iraq: A beleaguered Shi’a tenement 
that has recently been the target of more US war crimes as civilians were 
killed by the hundreds in recent aerial bombings. Seven other soldiers 
were killed that tragic day. Sgt. Mike Mitchell of the 1st Armored Divi-
sion was killed shortly before Casey and our families became entwined 
in pain and activism as we were all against the occupation and the poli-
cies of the Bush Regime. It took a little while for the reality that Casey 
and Mike were killed on the same day that Dr. King was, 36 years later. 
One tries to make meaning and sense out of twin tragedies that seem 
so senseless…

Excerpts: To see the full column go to www.chelseaneighborsunited.org


