Chelsea Stands Up Against the War!
1/15/08

(Standup Week 140)
Tuesday, 6pm-7pm

Why are we in Iraq?

Not because of weapons of mass destruction.

Not because Irag was involved in 9/11.

Not because Iraq was a threat to our national security.

What have we gotten?
US miilitary dead: 3,923 US military wounded: 28,870
Iraqi civilians killed: 88,004* Money spent on war: $ 494 billion

Who are we?

Chelsea Neighbors United to End
the War has pledged to “Stand Up” until
the war ends and the troops come home
safely.

Every Tuesday evening at 6 pm (rain
or shine), Chelsea Neighbors United to
End the War assembles on the northwest
corner of 8th Avenue and 24th Street to
facilitate “Chelsea Stands Up Against the
War,” a community protest against the
war in Iraqg.

We carry banners, signs, and candles
as we gather for one hour each week
to protest the war in Irag. We distribute
this newsletter, peace buttons, collect
signatures on petitions and speak with
our neighbors about the need to end war
in Irag. The Stand Up make a dramatic
statement to passing vehicular traffic on
8th avenue.

Chelsea Neighbors United to End
the War is an all-volunteer organization
that wants to build the broadest possible
neighborhood consensus. With that goal
in mind, the organization is open to all
and functions by consensus.

Chelsea Neighbors United to End
the War is not formally affiliated with any
other organization but is willing to work
with all groups and individuals who are
committed to ending this illegal and im-
moral war fought by our fellow citizens,
paid for with our tax dollars, and pros-
ecuted in our name.

*The recent Johns Hopkins/Lancet report places the
figure at 655,000+

A Time to Break Silence
By Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr

Today is the birthday of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. The
following are excerpts from a speech he delivered at Riverside
Church April 4, 1967.

“‘A time comes when silence is betrayal.” That time has come for us
in relation to Vietnam. The truth of these words is beyond doubt but
the mission to which they call us is a most difficult one. Even when
pressed by the demands of inner truth, men do not easily assume the
task of opposing their government’s policy, especially in time of war.
Nor does the human spirit move without great difficulty against all the
apathy of conformist thought within one’s own bosom and in the sur-
rounding world...

Now, it should be incandescently clear that no one who has any con-
cern for the integrity and life of America today can ignore the present
war. If America’s soul becomes totally poisoned, part of the autopsy
must read Vietnam...

Somehow this madness must cease. We must stop now. . . | speak
now for those whose land is being laid waste, whose homes are being
destroyed, whose culture is being subverted...| speak as a citizen of
the world, for the world as it stands aghast at the path we have taken. |
speak as an American to the leaders of my own nation. The great initia-
tive in this war is ours. The initiative to stop must be ours.

America, the richest and most powerful nation in the world, can well
lead the way in this revolution of values. There is nothing, except a tragic
death wish, to prevent us from reordering our priorities, so that the pur-
suit of peace will take precedence over the pursuit of war...

The choice is ours, and though we might prefer it otherwise we must
choose in this crucial moment of human history.”
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